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Committed 
Concern  

(Nehemiah 1:1-4) 

From Breakdown 

to Breakthrough 

The Book of  

Nehemiah 
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Nehemiah is part of the historic story of 
God's people Israel  

 Post exilic period, which began in 538BC 

 

 Nehemiah served some time between 445BC and 

423BC 
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The Nehemiah story also has symbolic 
elements 

 The "walls" and the "gates" (Neh. 1:3) 

 

 Isaiah 60:18 - (ESV) '.....you shall call 

your walls Salvation, and your gates 

Praise'  
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“rise up and build” 

 Invite someone to attend a service and find this 

salvation that is all around us here 

 

 Express the high praises of God and open the 

gates of entrance into intimacy with God 

(Psalm 100:4)  
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Today: 

 From Breakdown to Breakthrough  

 

 in Committed Concern  

 

 Nehemiah 1:1-11 



z 

Prepared to be an instrument of 
breakthrough 

 Information about the "great trouble" (New. 1:1-3) 

 Leads Nehemiah on a downward journey of committed 

concern 

 From a high place of privilege (Neh. 1:11) 

 To a low place of pain (Neh. 1:4) 

 And to a decision to go and help (Neh. 1:11) 



z 
Nehemiah is a type of Christ 

 

 Who was concerned enough to go down from (the highest place 

of) heaven to (the lowest parts of) earth for the salvation His 

people (Phil. 2:1-11). 

 

 2 Corinthians 8:9 (ESV) For you know the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 

became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 



z 
1- It's a concern that sees the 

"great trouble" of God's people 

 Nehemiah 1:1-4 

 Nehemiah is helped and informed so as to 'see' just 

how bad it all is in Jerusalem. 

 

 Do we need help and information to see the "great 

trouble" of the Church of today? 
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 Neh. 1:4 – Nehemiah shares the horror 

and pain of the great trouble of God’s 

people. 

 

 Nehemiah possibly had a good idea 

who could be blamed. 

2- It's a concern that shares in the 
"great trouble" of God's people 
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Rather than blaming others, Nehemiah 
shares in a corporate confession of sin 

 Neh. 1:6-7 - "which WE have 

sinned against you".... 7 WE have 

acted very corruptly against you...." 



z 
Like it or not, we are all in the Church,  

the One Body of Christ 

 At conversion the Spirit does three things: 

 Regenerates, Indwells, Incorporates (1 Cor. 12:12-13) 

 And we share in what the Church experiences. 

 1 Cor. 12:26 (ESV) “If one member suffers, all suffer 

together....” 

 Sharing corporate confession is NB for breakthrough. 
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3- It's a concern that seeks 

breakthrough 

Nehemiah starts seeking breakthrough: 

 Praying for it (v9-11a) 

 Doing something for it (v11b) 



z 
Already as he prays,  

he senses God's call (Neh. 2:12 ) 

 And he is involved.  

 He is going to help.  

 He is going to take a risk.  

 So he prays for "success" in this risky plan. 

 

 Pray is important, but don’t just pray and do nothing. 
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C. T. Studd, who gave away a fortune 
and served in China and Africa: 

 ‘We Christians too often substitute prayer for 

playing the game. Prayer is good; but when 

used as a substitute for obedience, it is 

nothing but a blatant hypocrisy, a despicable 

Pharisaism… To your knees, man! And to 

your Bible! Decide at once! Don’t hedge! 

Time flies! Cease your insults to God, quit 

consulting flesh and blood. Stop your lame, 

lying, and cowardly excuses. Enlist!‘ 


