
Matthew 10:1-8  
 

The Definition of Ministry  

(What Jesus expects us to do) 



Matt. 10:1-2  
"his twelve disciples 

.... the twelve 
apostles" 

unique as "apostles” 

 models as "disciples"  



“Disciples” 

By calling them "disciples", 

Matthew is showing that this 

applies to all "disciples" of 

Jesus. 

 

Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV) 

19…..make disciples of all 

nations, ...... 20 teaching them to 

observe all that I have 

commanded you. ... 



Matthew 10:1-8 

What the 

ministry of Jesus’ 

"disciples" is 

about 



1 - Diversity 

Matthew 10:2-4 (ESV) 2 The names of 

the twelve apostles are these: first, 

Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother; James the son of 

Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip 

and Bartholomew; Thomas and 

Matthew the tax collector; James the 

son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 

Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, 

who betrayed him. 



2 - Universality  

Starting with the Jews (v6) 

Gentile mission is coming (v18) 

Matthew 28:19 



2 - Universality  

The Jews are a unique ministry group 

"the lost sheep of the house of Israel" 

(v6) 

Jeremiah 50:6-7, 19-20 

Romans 11:11-12, 25-27 



2 - Universality  

Ministry goes first to the Jews 

Then to the Gentiles 

Then back to the Jews 

 

So that "God ...may have mercy on 

all" (Romans 11:32) 



3 – Activity 
  

(Word, Wonders, 
Works) 

Matthew 9:35 (ESV) And Jesus 

went throughout all the cities 

and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues and proclaiming 

the gospel of the kingdom and 

healing every disease and 

every affliction. 



3 – Activity 
  

(Word, Wonders, 
Works) 

Matthew 10:7-8 (ESV) 7 And proclaim 

as you go, saying, The kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.’ (Word) 8 Heal the 

sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, 

cast out demons. (Wonder) 

 

(Works) John 12:5 and 13:29 hint that 

Jesus used to ‘give …to the poor’. 



4 – Authority 
 

How we get to do it 

Matthew 10:1 (ESV) And he 

called to him his twelve 

disciples and gave them 

authority over unclean spirits, 

to cast them out, and to heal 

every disease and every 

affliction. 



Give what 
you've got 

Jesus "gave them authority .... to cast 

out (unclean spirits) and to heal..." 

(v1) 

 

They had 'freely  ...received' (v8) 

 

Mt. 10:8 'Freely your received, freely 

give' 
Get it 

Give it 

(How to do ministry) 



Got it? 

It's available (for all "disciples”) 

Get it (“freely received”) 

Use it – ("authority” “freely give”) 

(In deliverance & healing) 


