
From breakthrough  
to breakout in  

Committed Obedience 

(Nehemiah 9:38-10:39; 13:1-31) 



1- SIGN up 
• Nehemiah 9:38 (ESV) Because of all this we make a firm 

covenant in writing; on the sealed document are the names 
of our princes, our Levites, and our priests. 

 

• Neh. 10:1-27 - The names of those who signed up to obey 
God. 

 

• Fill in a 'Connect Card’….. 



2- Doing what SCRIPTURE says 
• Nehemiah 10:28-29 (ESV) 28….. separated themselves from 

the peoples of the lands to the Law of God….29 …. to walk in 
God's Law …and to observe and do all the commandments of 
the Lord …. 

 

Three big areas of obedience follow: 
• Marriage  (Neh. 10:30)          
• Business (Neh. 10:31)          
• Church (Neh. 10:32-39) 



Christians and the OT Law 
• Eph. 2:15 '....abolishing the law of commandments... 

• Romans 3:31 (ESV) ... we uphold (or establish) the law. 

 

• 1 Corinthians 9:20-21 (ESV) 20 ….(….. not being myself under the 
law) ….. 21 ….(….. but under the law of Christ) ….. 

 

• Matthew 22:36-40 (Love God, love neighbour) 

 

• Romans 13:8-10 …. love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 

 



The ‘substance’ of the Sabbath 

• Colossians 2:16-17 (ESV) Therefore let no one pass judgment 
on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a 
festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17 These are a shadow 
of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 



3- Practice godly SEPARATION in marriage 

• Nehemiah 10:30 (ESV) We will not give our daughters to the 
peoples of the land or take their daughters for our sons. 

 

• Nehemiah 13:26 (ESV) Did not Solomon king of Israel sin on 
account of such women?..... foreign women made even him to 
sin. 

 

• Neh. 13:1-14 - A marriage alliance with an unbeliever messed up 
the temple service 



Where is this teaching on marriage the NT? 

• 1 Corinthians 7:39 (ESV) …..she is free to be married to whom 
she wishes, only in the Lord. 

 

• 2 Corinthians 6:14-16 (ESV) 14 Do not be unequally yoked 
with unbelievers. 



If you are currently married to an unbeliever? 

•1 Corinthians 7:13 (ESV) If any woman has a husband 
who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, 
she should not divorce him. 



4- Do business with loving ‘SUBSTANCE’ 

• Nehemiah 10:31 (ESV) And if the peoples of the land bring in 
goods or any grain on the Sabbath day to sell, we will not 
buy from them on the Sabbath or on a holy day. And we will 
forego the crops of the seventh year and the exaction of 
every debt. 

 

• (Nehemiah13:15-22) 



The love substance of the seventh day of rest 

• Exodus 20:10 (ESV) but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your 
God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, 
or the sojourner who is within your gates 

 

• Give labour a rest 

In Business 



 The seventh year of no planting and rest for 
the land 

• Exodus 23:10-11 (ESV) 10 “For six years you shall sow your 
land and gather in its yield, 11 but the seventh year you shall 
let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may 
eat; and what they leave the beasts of the field may eat. You 
shall do likewise with your vineyard, and with your olive 
orchard. 

 

• (Social welfare & nature conservation) 

In Business 



Regarding seventh year debt cancellation  

• Deuteronomy 15:1-2 (ESV) 1 “At the end of every seven years 
you shall grant a release. 2 And this is the manner of the 
release: every creditor shall release what he has lent to his 
neighbour. He shall not exact it of his neighbour, his brother, 
because the Lord's release has been proclaimed. 

In Business 



5- SUPPORT God's house, which today is the 
church 

• Neh. 10:32-39 – 32 ‘….the obligation ...39 ...to not neglect 
the house of our God.’ 

 

• NT teaches & commands giving & republishes this 
requirement to support God’s House, which today is the 
Church. 



Sum up - What’s this Neh. 10, 13 been all about? 

• Love the Lord enough to commit to obey his Word 

 

•Marry someone who also loves the Lord 

 

• Show love in business practices 

 

• In love support the work of God’s Church 


