
WHOLENESS IN 3 JOHN 

Six aspects of a healthy soul 

Christ-like soul (v3-4) 

Integrated soul (v2) 

Generous soul (v5-8) 

Teachable soul (v9-10) 

Godly soul (v11-12) 

Loving soul (v1, 2, 6, 13-15) 

 

‘It goes well with your soul’ (3 John 2 ESV)) 



LOVING SOUL 

3 John 1 (ESV) The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth.... 

2 Beloved ….. 

 6 who testified to your love before the church. 

3 John 13-15 (ESV) 13 I had much to write to you, but I would rather not 

write with pen and ink. 14 I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to 

face. 15 Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, each 

by name. 



Ancient Greek had four main words for love:  

 

• Eros  

 

• Storge 

 

• Philos  

 

•Agape 



EROS 

• Erotic, sexual passion. 

 

• As a word, is not used at all in the Bible. 

 

• Descriptions of marital, sexual love in the OT book, Song of Songs. 

 

• Mentions of marital relations in the NT (Eg. 1 Cor. 7:2-5). 



STORGE 

• Romans 12:10 (ESV) Love (philostorgos) one another with brotherly 

affection. 

 

• Storge = Love of one's family, especially parents or children  

 

• Fraternal towards fellow Christians — kindly affection 



PHILOS (PHILEO) & AGAPE (AGAPAO)  
WERE USED OFTEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT: 

3 John: 

 

• v1 - 'love' = agapao ̄ 

 

• v2 - 'beloved' = agape ̄tos 

 

• v6 – ‘love’ = agape ̄ 

 

• v15 - 'friends' (x2) = philos 



1- PHILOS (LOVE) - FRIENDSHIP 

• Brotherly love (philadelphia). 
 

• It's mainly a feeling / emotion of the heart. 
 

• ‘Face to face’ philos is important (v13) 
 

• Phileo is never used in a command for humans to “love” God. 
 

• John 12:25 (ESV) Whoever loves (phileō) his life loses it, and 

whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 



JOHN 21:15-17 (ESV) 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, 

son of John, do you love (agape) me more than these?” He said to him, 

“Yes, Lord; you know that I love (phileo) you.” He said to him, “Feed my 

lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you 

love (agape) me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 

(phileo) you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the 

third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love (phileo) me?” Peter was 

grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love (phileo) 

me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I 

love (phileo) you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 



2- AGAPE (LOVE) - SACRIFICE 

• More a decision of the head. 

 

• Agape is love in action– Gaius showed love to the evangelists (v6)  

 

• ‘That highest and noblest form of love which sees something 
infinitely precious in its object.’ 

 

• 1 Peter 3:10 (ESV) For “Whoever desires to love (agapaō) life and see 
good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking 
deceit ....” 



A.) GOD'S NATURE 

1 John 4:8 (ESV) Anyone who does not love (agapao ̄) does not 

know God, because God is love (agape ̄).' 

Agape [noun] and agapao [verb] is: 



B.) GOD'S ACTION 

Which reveals his nature. 

 

1 John 4:9-10 (ESV) 9 In this the love (agapē) of God was 

made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 

world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love (agapē), 

not that we have loved (agapaō) God but that he loved (agapaō) us 

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Agape [noun] and agapao [verb] is: 



C.) GOD'S ATTITUDE 

John 17:26 (ESV) ... the love (agape ̄) with which you have loved (agapaō) 
me... 
 

John 3:16 (ESV) “For God so loved (agapaō) the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life. 
 

John 14:21 (ESV) Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he 
it is who loves (agapao ̄) me. And he who loves (agapao ̄) me will be loved 
(agapao ̄) by my Father, and I will love (agapao ̄) him and manifest myself 
to him.” 

 

 

Agape [noun] and agapao [verb] is: 



D.) GOD'S CHOICE 

Deuteronomy 7:7-8 (ESV) 7 ….the Lord set his love on you … 8 …. 

because the Lord loves you …. 

 

Romans 5:6-8 (ESV) 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time 

Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous 

person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to 

die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. 

Agape [noun] and agapao [verb] is: 



E.) GOD'S REQUIREMENT 

Matthew 22:37-39 (ESV) 37 And he said to him, “You shall love 

(agapaō) the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first 

commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love (agapaō) 

your neighbour as yourself. 

 

(John 13:34 ; 1 Thessalonians 3:12) 

Agape [noun] and agapao [verb] is: 



John 21:18-19 (ESV) 

 

18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself 

and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out 

your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not 

want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to 

glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 



AGAPE LOVE MEANS SACRIFICE . 

• Ephesians 5:1-2 (ESV) 1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

(agapētos) children. 2 And walk in love (agapē), as Christ loved 

(agapaō) us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God. 



IT ALL STARTS WITH THIS EXPERIENCE OF AGAPETOS ,  
OF BEING HIS BELOVED 

• Maybe a bit like the start of Jesus public earthly ministry 

 

• Matthew 3:16-17 (ESV) 16 And when Jesus was baptized, 
immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were 
opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, 
“This is my beloved (agapētos) Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 


