
Breakthrough to Breakout in 
Applying Scripture 

(Nehemiah 8) 

Applying God's Word leads to a great revival breakout 



1- RESPECTING the Word 
• Nehemiah 8:1 ESV - 'the Book of the Law of Moses that the 

Lord had commanded Israel.' 

 

 

• Nehemiah 8:3 ESV - 'And he read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday...’ 

 

• Nehemiah 8:5 ESV - ’….. and as he opened it all the people 
stood.' 



John 7:17 

Jesus said: 

 

“if anyone's will is to do God's will, he will know 
whether the teaching is from God or whether I am 

speaking on my own authority.”  



2- PRAYING over the Word 

• Nehemiah 8:6 ESV And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, 
and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their 
hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord 
with their faces to the ground. 

 

• Psalms 119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of your law. 



3- READING the Word 
• Public reading (for the illiterate and those without a bible)  

   - Nehemiah 8:3 

 

• For readers who own their own bible - Deuteronomy 17:18-19 

 

• Jesus expects us to read the bible (Matt. 12:3, 5, 19:4, 22:31) 

 

“Have you not read…..” 



4- UNDERSTANDING the Word 

• Nehemiah 8:7-8 (ESV) 7 ……..the Levites, helped the people to 
understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. 8 They 
read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the 
sense, so that the people understood the reading. 



The main thing is plain to see  
                                         - It's all about Jesus 

• EG. Acts 8:30-35 (ESV) 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the 
passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep 
he was led to the slaughter ……….” 34 And the eunuch said to Philip, 
“About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 



Some things are "hard to understand" 

• 2 Peter 3:15-17 (ESV) ’…..our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you 
according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all his letters 
when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in 
them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable 
twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.’ 

 

• Ephesians 4:11 ESV And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers 



5- RECEIVING the Word with PENITENCE 

• Nehemiah 8:9 (ESV) - For all the people wept as they heard 
the words of the Law. 

 

 

• Romans 3:23 (ESV) for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God 



6- RESPONDING to the Word with JOY 

• Nehemiah 8:10-12 (ESV) – v12 - …..great rejoicing, because 
they had understood the words that were declared to them. 

 

 

• Romans 3:23-25 (ESV) 23 for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God 
put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. 



7- STUDYING the Word 

• Nehemiah 8:13 (ESV) On the second day the heads of fathers' 
houses of all the people, with the priests and the Levites, 
came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words 
of the Law. 



8- APPLYING the Word 

• Colossians 2:16-17 ESV[16] Therefore let no one pass 
judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with 
regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. [17] These 
are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance 
belongs to Christ. 

 

•OT festivals & Sabbaths are not binding in the New 
Covenant 



8- APPLYING the Word 
• In Nehemiah’s day, OT festivals were still binding: 

 

• Nehemiah 8:14-18 (ESV) 14 And they found it written in the 
Law that the Lord had commanded by Moses that the people 
of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of the 
seventh month…. 16 So the people went out and brought 
them and made booths for themselves….17… And there was 
very great rejoicing. 



8- APPLYING the Word 
• Tradition, that 'we have not done it this way before'  

(or for a very long time -v17), did not hold them back. 

 

• Application of Scripture 

 

• (14) they found it written ....(16) So the people went...(& did 
it) ...(17) And there was very great rejoicing.... 



8- APPLYING the Word 

•The blessing is in the doing of the Word 

 

•John 13:17 (ESV) Jesus said: 

“ If you know these things, blessed are you if 
you do them” 


