
1 - The sick - Micah, Margie, Molly, ....  

2 - Hurricanes ...  

3 - Myanmar.  

4 - CLCB - Go out for breakthrough from our church's 
poverty & barrenness   

5 - The 5 spiritual offerings of a Christian- your body , your 
money to support your gospel preachers, your praise, your 
good deeds & your sharing (Rom. 12:1; Phil. 4:14-19; Heb. 
13:5-6)  



Following Jesus Today 

 

‘Everyone follows something’ 

 

‘We can only (seriously) follow 
one thing at a time’ 

 



Matthew 8:23-27 (ESV) 23 And when he got into the boat, his 
disciples followed him. 24 And behold, there arose a great 
storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the 
waves; but he was asleep. 25 And they went and woke him, 
saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 26 And he said to 
them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose 
and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great 
calm. 27 And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is 
this, that even winds and sea obey him?” 



Surely if we follow Jesus, the great Healer (Matt. 8:1-17), 
then He will prevent / take away all the storms? 

 

But no, "...his disciples followed Him . 24 And behold, there 
arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being 
swamped by the waves... (v23-24) 



No, we signed up for a peaceful, pleasure cruise on 
the sunny Mediterranean (with Jesus keeping us 
well and making us rich). 

 

You decided to follow Jesus, so what's this "storm" 
all about?  



When I'm in a storm, It's not necessarily 'cos I'm 
straying from Jesus. 

 

It may be that the storm is a part of following Jesus. 

 

It’s a delusion that 'real Jesus followers' should never 
enter any storms. 



Matt. 8:24-26 24 And behold, there arose a great 
storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped 
by the waves; but he was asleep. 25 And they went 
and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are 
perishing.” 26 And he said to them, “Why are you 
afraid, O you of little faith?”...... 

 

Because Jesus was "asleep", his disciples assumed 
He was not in control. 



Even when He became “flesh" (John 1:1, 14) 

 

And assumed a genuine humanity, that got tired & 
needed to fall "asleep". (cf. Heb. 2:14; 4:15) 



Indicates some sort of self-limitation. 

 

But this emptying 'does not mean he set aside his divine 
nature' (Ben Witherington). 

 

Phil. 2:5-6 (ESV) 'Christ Jesus ... in the form of God’ 

 

Heb. 1:3 (ESV) …he upholds the universe by the word of his 
power. 



Matt. 8:24-26 25 And they went and woke him, saying, 
“Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 26 And he said to them, 
“Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?”......  

 

 'Faith chases out fear or fear chases out faith.’ (Carson)  

 

Jesus has never stopped being GOD! Believe it. Trust 
Him. 



Matt. 8:26 ......Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the 
sea, and there was a great calm. 

 

Jesus saw an evil force in the tempest that put him and his 
disciples in peril. He deals with the force as sovereign over 
it. (Morris) 

 

’An instance of the subduing of the powers of evil, which is 
one of the signs of the nearness of the Kingdom'. (McNeale)  



A 'great storm' may have a demonic attack 
dimension to it.  

 

Jesus asserts God's Kingdom and restores 'great 
calm' to nature. 



Matt. 8:26-27 ......Then he rose and rebuked the winds 
and the sea, and there was a great calm. 27 And the men 
marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even 
winds and sea obey him?”  

 

Psalms 89:8-9 (ESV) 8 O Lord God of hosts, who is 
mighty as you are, O Lord, with your faithfulness all 
around you? 9 You rule the raging of the sea; when its 
waves rise, you still them. 



Became a genuine, sleep needing man  

   (without sin) (Heb. 2:14; 4:15; 5:7) 

 

Heb. 1:8 (ESV) But of the Son he says, “Your  

      throne, O God, is forever and ever.... 



We are led by One who shared our nature and even our 
tiredness 

 

But this One who leads us also calms the 'raging of the sea' 
(Ps. 89:9; Matt. 8:26-27) 

 

Trust Him in the storm 


