
Matthew 9:1-8  

 

The Controversy of Following 

Jesus 



1- Faith must be seen 

Matthew 9:2 ESV And behold, some people 

brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. 

And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to 
the paralytic, "Take heart, my son; your sins 

are forgiven." 



The controversy of faith as more than a mere 

inactive, intellectualism 

James 2:19 ESV You believe that God is one; you 

do well. Even the demons believe-and shudder! 



Faith must be shown and seen in our works 

James 2:14,17-18,26 ESV[14] What good is it, my brothers, 

if someone says he has faith but does not have works? 

Can that faith save him?...... [17] So also faith by itself, if 

it does not have works, is dead. [18] But someone will 

say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your 

faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith 

by my works. ....[26] For as the body apart from the spirit 

is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. 



So what might we be doing for our faith to be seen? 

What about….. 

Bodily (Rom. 12:1) 

Financially (Phil. 4:14-19) 

Worshipfully (Heb. 13:15) 

Practically  (Heb. 13:16) 

Caringly  (Heb. 13:16) 



2- Forgiveness must be first 

Matthew 9:2 ESV And behold, some people 

brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. 

And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 

paralytic, "Take heart, my son; your sins are 

forgiven." 



Pardon precedes health (in order of importance) 

Jesus first addressed the greatest need - 

forgiveness (before healing, v6-8) 

 

Psalm 103:3 ‘....who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases...’ 



Because our greatest problem is sin 

Jesus spoke of 'sins' (v2) 



The Bible paints a bleak picture of sin  

(especially it's effect on God) 

2 Samuel 11:27  

Isaiah 59:2 

Habakkuk 1:13  

Romans 1:18 

Romans 2:5 

Matthew 10:28 



Jesus spoke of 'YOUR sins' (v2) 

2 Samuel 12:13 ESV David said to Nathan, "I have sinned 
against the LORD." And Nathan said to David, "The LORD 
also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 

 

Psalm 32:1-5 

 

Personal confession of my sin (leads to my personal 
forgiveness) 



3- Jesus must be God 

Matthew 9:3 ESV And behold, some of the scribes said to 

themselves, "This man is blaspheming.” 

 

Only God can forgive sins committed against God. ✔ 

 

Psalm 103:2-3 ESV[2] Bless the LORD, O my soul, and 

forget not all his benefits, [3] who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases….. 



The confirming evidence of supernatural signs  

 

Knowledge (Matthew 9:4) 

Healing (Matthew 9:5-8) 

 

Psalm 103:2-3 ESV[2] Bless the LORD, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits, [3] who forgives all your 
iniquity, who heals all your diseases 



Controversy for Jesus followers today - If Jesus 

is truly God - Then Jesus is Exclusively Unique  

More than just a good moral teacher  

 

More than just a great prophet  

 

More than just a religious option / opinion 



A Challenge to our western relativistic worldview 

It might be said that relativism turns 'truth' into 'belief’ 

 

To the relativistic world view, that Jesus is God is a belief 

not a truth 

 

Matt. 9 teaches the Divinity of Jesus as a truth even if 

people don't believe it 



Some Implications of the Controversial Exclusivity of 

Jesus as God 

His Word is THE truth from God (& not just a human 
option) 

 

John 12:47-50 ESV …[48] …the word that I have spoken 

will judge him on the last day 



 

 

His Cross is THE event of world salvation 

 

John 14:6 ESV Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Acts 4:12 ESV And there is salvation in no one else, for there is 

no other name under heaven given among men by which 

we must be saved.” 

Romans 10:12 ESV For there is no distinction between Jew and 

Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on 

all who call on him. 

 


