
FAITHFULNESS  
 THE MESSAGE OF 
DANIEL FOR TODAY 

Daniel 4  

Faithfulness in Submission 



1- The (dangerous) PRIDE of Nebuchadnezzar 
(as a warning to us). 

■ Daniel 4:4, 28-30 ESV [4] I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in 

my house and prospering in my palace...... [28] All this came 

upon King Nebuchadnezzar. [29] At the end of twelve 

months he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of 

Babylon, [30] and the king answered and said, "Is not this 

great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a 

royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?” 

 

■ So much to be proud of. 

 



■ So short sighted. It was all God’s gift (v32). 

 

■ So dangerous. Scriptures warns against pride      
(Proverbs 16:18, 29:23; Isaiah 2:17). 

 

■ So common. Don’t we all struggle with pride? 

 

■ Our fallen human sinfulness involves what 1 John 2:16 
calls ‘pride of life’. 

 

 

1- The (dangerous) PRIDE of Nebuchadnezzar 
(as a warning to us). 



Beware of ‘The Nebuchadnezzar Complex’. 

■  "Is not this ........... , which I have built by my mighty power  

....... and for (my) glory .....?" (v30) 

 

■ Beware especially when people congratulate you: 

 

a.) ‘Don’t inhale it’ - Don’t let it sink in. 

 

b.) ‘Develop the habit of the upward look. 



2- The (caring) PERPLEXITY of Daniel  
(as an example to us). 

■ The perplexity of Daniel’s love for a king who had destroyed his 
home and country (Daniel 4:19). 
 

■ Matthew 5:44 - ‘Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you’. 
 

■ Jeremiah 29:7 – ‘Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent 
you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf..’ 
 

■ Ezekiel 33:11 ESV ‘… As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live …’ 



2- The (caring) PERPLEXITY of Daniel  
(as an example to us). 

■ The perplexity of Daniel’s truth in telling this megalomaniac 

that he was “that tree” (Daniel 4:20, 22). 

 

■ The perplexity of Daniel’s advice about ‘righteousness’ and 

‘mercy’ to an unjust oppressor (Daniel 4:27). 

 

(Christopher Wright) ‘A lifetime’s secular job and then a 
moment’s opportunity to speak the challenging prophetic word 
to the key person at the right time.’ 



3- The (ruling) POWER of God  
(as a message to us). 

■ Pictured in the dream (Daniel 4:10-18). 

 

■ Interpreted by Daniel (Daniel 4:20-26). 

 

■ Experienced in Neb’s humbling and restoration              

(Daniel 4:31-37). 

 

 



3- The (ruling) POWER of God  
(as a message to us). 

■ The humbling lesson learned by Neb. was “that Heaven rules” 

(v26) - on earth! (Not just in heaven) (Daniel 4:17, 25, 34-35). 

 

     ‘....those who walk in pride he is able to humble’ (V37). 

 

■ ‘Now I, Nebuchadnezzar [your name] praise and extol and 

honor the King of heaven (and earth), for all his works are 

right and his ways are just ....’ (v37) 

 


