
FAITHFULNESS  
 THE MESSAGE OF 
DANIEL FOR TODAY 

Daniel 5  

Faithfulness in Judgment 



Daniel 5 is set in a dark time of judgement on the 
Babylonian empire. 

■ „King Belshazzar‟ (Daniel 5:1) was actually ‘co-regent with his 
father, Nabonidus. 

 

■ Daniel 5:30-31 ESV [30] That very night Belshazzar the 
Chaldean king was killed. [31] And Darius the Mede received 
the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 

 

■ Daniel 5 teaches us about Faithfulness in (a time of) 
Judgement. 



1- Faithfulness announces Judgment when 
God so acts. 

■ And when God was acting in mercy, Daniel's ministry was about 
mercy (Dan. 4:19-27).  
 

■ But Daniel 5 is about the judgment of God. 
 

Daniel 5:5-6 (ESV) Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and 
wrote on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, opposite the 
lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. 6 Then the king's colour 
changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his knees 
knocked together. 
 

And in this season of judgement, the ministry of Daniel is about 
judgment (Dan. 5:17-28). 



Some only want to share words of mercy, but faithfulness to the 
whole counsel of God requires that we also speak a word of 
judgment on occasion.  

■ Luke 3:7 (ESV) „Flee from the wrath to come.‟ 
 

■ Romans 2:5 (ESV) ... because of your hard and impenitent 

heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of 

wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. 
 

■ Hebrews 10:30-31 (ESV) For we know him who said, 

“Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will 

judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 

of the living God. 



2- Faithfulness Rejects Drunkenness. 

■ Lots of wine drinking is mentioned in Daniel 5:1-4. 

 

■ A little wine may be a good thing. 

    (Psalm 104:15; Proverbs 31:6-7; 1 Timothy 5:23) 

 

■ But drunkenness leads to many disasters. 

    (Proverbs 20:1; Pr. 23:29-35; Ephesians 5:18) 



3- Faithfulness Rejects Blasphemy. 

■ The deliberate insult to the God of the Jerusalem temple 
(Daniel 5:2-3) 
 

■ Current examples of blasphemy (or treating the holy as unholy) 
 

Misusing the Holy Name (James 2:7) 
 

Mocking the Holy Gospel or the message of the Holy Bible (1 
Timothy 1:13, 20; 2 Peter 2:2). 
 

 Ignorant disrespect for the Holy Heavenly Beings and the 
Supernatural (Jude v8 & 10). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:22-32). 
 
 ■ 'The blasphemy against the Spirit" (v31) 

              = 'speaks against the Holy Spirit' (v32)  

                           = 'against me' (Jesus) v30). 

 

‘It  is to finally reject the Holy Spirit’s testimony to Jesus’ identity 
and mission. It is to deny that Jesus is who the Holy Spirit has 
revealed Him to be. It is to behold the person and work of Christ as 
empowered by the Holy Spirit and reject it outright! It is to revile 
God himself!’ 

(Baptist Pastor Casey Hough)  

 



4- Faithfulness Rejects Idolatry. 

■ Religious idolatry - Daniel 5:4 (ESV) They drank wine and 

praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and 

stone. 

 

■ Foolish Idolatry - Daniel 5:23b (ESV) .... And you have praised 

....gods ..... which do not see or hear or know .... 

 

■ Disobedient Idolatry - Daniel 5:23b (ESV) ..... but the God in 

whose hand is your breath, and whose are all your ways, you 

have not honored. 



Current Idolatry? 

■ Selfishness - The idol of self achievement (Daniel 4:30). 

 

■ Hedonism  - The idol of pleasure (Daniel 5:1-4). 

 

■ Materialism - The idol of things (Daniel 5:4).  

 

 



5- Faithfulness Rejects Hardheartedness. 

■ Neb. – Some respect for the holy vessels (Daniel 1:2)  

■ Bel. – Used them to mock (Daniel 5:1-4). 

 

■ Neb. came to acknowledge that Heaven Rules on earth  

    (Daniel 4:34-37) 

■ But Bel. was resolutely hard hearted against God  

    (Daniel 5:22-23)  



Belshazzar’s hard heart – Daniel 5:22-23 

■ Proud 

   'you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart' (v22) 

 

■ Unteachable 

    'though you knew all this' (v22) 

    (God's dealings with Neb. - v21) 

 

■ Rebellious 

    'you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven' (v23) 



In the end its all about your heart 

■ Proverbs 4:23 (ESV) Keep [guard, maintain] your heart with 
all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. 

 

■ Hebrews 3:12-15 (ESV) Take care, brothers (& sisters), lest 
there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you 
to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another 
every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you 
may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have 
come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 
confidence firm to the end. 15 As it is said, “Today, if you 
hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the 
rebellion.” 


