
FAITHFULNESS  
 THE MESSAGE OF 
DANIEL FOR TODAY 

Daniel 7  

Faithfulness in Outworking 



Faithfulness - The message of Daniel for today. 

■ Stories (Chs. 1-6) 

                       though there is some prophecy in this half (Ch. 2). 

 

■ Prophecies (Chs. 7-12)  

                      though there is some story in this half (Ch. 10). 



A brief Outline of Daniel 7 

■ v1-8 - ’Night visions" of four great and terrible beasts coming 

out of a wind stirred sea. 

 

■ v16-27 - Explains the meaning of these visions. 



The four beasts 

■ The first three beasts (lion, bear, leopard). 

    Probably represent of Babylonia, Medio-Persia and Greece. 

 

■ The fourth beast was 'terrifying and dreadful' and 'different'.  

     'It had ten horns' (v7) and then another little horn came up  

     that spoke 'great things' (v8). 

     Probably represents the Roman Empire (E.J. Young). 



The fourth beast 
 
■ This fourth beast with 10 horns and then a little horn, pictures 

the course of history from the Roman Empire to the end of 

time. 

■ The 10 horns of this beast (v7) represent 10 (or a complete 

number of) kingdoms that derive from the Roman Empire in 

some way. 

■ And the little, big talking, horn (v8), relates to 'the man of 

lawlessness', the Antichrist of the final days at the end of 

history, just before the return of Christ  

( 2 Thessalonians 2:3; 1 John 2:18 1 John 2:22 , 4:3; 2 John 7). 



A brief outline of Daniel 7 

■ v9-14 - Son of Man comes to the Ancient of Days to receive an 
everlasting kingdom over all nations. 

     

     The saints receive this everlasting kingdom (v18, 22, 27). 

 

■ v28, Daniel was "greatly alarmed" by all this. 

 

Daniel 7:15 (ESV) “As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was 
anxious (or distressed NET), and the visions of my head 
alarmed me." 



Faithfulness in Outworking 

Or being faithful to God who is at work in the flow of events that 
make up history. 

 

Instead of just being distressed we can also be faithful in the 
outworking flow of history as we notice the three kinds of 
kingdoms in this chapter; the beastly, the heavenly and the 
saintly. 

 

 



1- The BEASTLY kingdom. 

■ Daniel 7:3-8, 17, 19-26. 

 

■ The kingdoms of this world are beastly (evil) but some also 

have humanizing (good) elements (Daniel 7:4). 

 

■ New Testament on the state: Good (Romans 13) 

                                                     Bad (Revelation 13) 

 

 



Our Christian involvement with the state. 

■ We must serve the state (Dan. 5:29; 6:28). 

 

■ We may also need to object on occasion (Dan. 1:8-16; 6:10). 

 

■ We must especially pray for those in authority (Dan. 6:10;  

     1 Tim. 2:1-2). 



2- The HEAVENLY kingdom. 

■ God's heavenly kingdom is Awaited, Arriving, Above & Active. 



■ God's Kingdom is Awaited (in the future) 

Daniel 7:9-10 (ESV) [9] ..... the Ancient of Days took his seat 

.....[10] .... the court sat in judgment, and the books were 

opened.  

Daniel 7:13-14 (ESV) 13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, 

with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and 

he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before 

him.14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.  

Matthew 26:64 (ESV) “ ....you will see the Son of Man seated at 

the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 



■ God's Kingdom is Arriving (in the present) 

 

 

 

For us, there has already been a partial fulfilment: 

 

 

 

Matthew 28:18-19 (ESV) 18 And Jesus came and said to them, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. .... 



God's Kingdom is Above (in the heavenly realm) 

 

 

Daniel 7:9-10 (ESV) 9 “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the 

Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was white as snow, 

and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery 

flames; its wheels were burning fire.10 A stream of fire issued 

and came out from before him; a thousand thousands served 

him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him… 

 



God's Kingdom is Active (in this world) 

 

 

Daniel 7:11-12 (ESV) [11] “I looked then because of the sound of 

the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the 

beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be 

burned with fire. 12 As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion 

was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and 

a time. 



3 - The SAINTLY Kingdom. 

■ Give to the Son of Man 

 

Daniel 7:13-14 (ESV) 13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, 

with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, 

and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before 

him. 14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a 

kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 

(worship) him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 

shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be 

destroyed.  



3 - The SAINTLY Kingdom. 

■ God's kingdom is also given to the saints. 
 

Daniel 7:18 (ESV) „But the saints of the Most High shall receive 
the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever.‟ 
 

Daniel 7:21-22 (ESV) 21 As I looked, this horn made war with the 
saints and prevailed over them, 22 until the Ancient of Days 
came, and judgment was given for the saints of the Most High, 
and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom. 
 

Daniel 7:27 (ESV) And the kingdom and the dominion and the 
greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given 
to the people of the saints of the Most High ….. 



Jesus spoke to his disciples about this kingdom: 

■ Luke 12:32 (ESV) “Fear not, little flock ('his disciples' , v22), for 

it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 

 

■ Luke 22:29-30 (ESV) (Jesus said to his disciples) and I assign 

to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, 30 that you 

may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on 

thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 

■ Believers in Jesus share in His kingly rule, in part now and fully 

in the age to come (Matt. 12:28; 6:10; 25:31-34). 



Something of what this kingdom is. 

■ To 'enter the kingdom of heaven' (v23)  

      = to 'be saved' (v25). 

    = 'to have eternal life' (v16)  

     

■ John 3:16 (ESV) “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 


