
FAITHFULNESS  
 THE MESSAGE OF 
DANIEL FOR TODAY 

Daniel 8  

Faithfulness in History 

Daniel 8:27 (ESV) And I, Daniel, was  

overcome and lay sick for some days. . 

....I was appalled by the vision and did not understand it. 



1- A PICTURE of (real) historic events. 

■ Daniel (living C6BC) saw events in the future (C4-2BC). 

 

■ A Ram with 2 horns = “Media and Persia” (v20). 

■ A Goat with 1 horn – 4 horns – a little horn = “Greece” (v20)  

                                   – Alexander the Great  

                                   – 4 generals who look power from him  

                                   – Antiochus IV Epiphanes (Seleucid king) 

 



2- A PRE-FIGURING of the Final events  
    (at the End of history). 

■ Daniel 8:17 (ESV) 17 ….“Understand, O son of man, that the 
vision is for the time of the end.” 

 

■ Daniel 8:19 (ESV) He said, “Behold, I will make known to you 
what shall be at the latter end of the indignation, for it refers 
to the appointed time of the end.” 

 

■ Daniel 8:23 (ESV) And at the latter end of their kingdom, 
when the transgressors have reached their limit, a king of 
bold face, one who understands riddles, shall arise. 



There are various 'ends' mentioned in the Bible. 

■ The end of the Amorites at the time of the Conquest of the 

Land, when God used Israel to judge them (Genesis 15:16; 

Deut. 9). 

 

■ The end of Israel in the Land and the destruction of Jerusalem 

at the time of the Babylonian Exile (Amos 8:2; Ezek. 7:2-9). 

 

■ The end of the second Temple when it was destroyed by the 

Romans in 70AD (Matthew 24). 



These are various 'ends' mentioned in the Bible  
pre-figure the Final End of the world. 

■ EG. Jesus blended the end of the second Temple (in 70AD) 

and the end of the World in Matthew 24.  

 

■ There is a prophetic tension between history and finality. 



3- A PROMISE that God controls events and 
limits the suffering in the end. 

■ Daniel 8:13-14 (ESV) 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, 

and another holy one said to the one who spoke, “For how 

long is the vision concerning the regular burnt offering, the 

transgression that makes desolate, and the giving over of the 

sanctuary and host to be trampled underfoot?” 14 And he 

said to me, “For 2,300 evenings and mornings. Then the 

sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.” 

■ Daniel 8:25b (ESV) ....And he shall even rise up against the 

Prince of princes, and he shall be broken—but by no human 

hand. 



"2,300 evenings and mornings" 

■ Antiochus' reign of terror - 167BC to 164BC, about 3 years. 

 

■ Known as "the abomination of desolation" (Matt. 24:15). 

 

■ The desecration was removed when "Judas Maccabaeus and 
his brothers", defeated Antiochus, purified the Temple and 
dedicated the altar (in 164BC); "because the Lord was 
merciful and gracious to them." (2 Macc. 2:19-22). 

 

■ Celebrated in "the Feast of Dedication" (John 10:22).  

    An eight-day feast, known as Hannukah. 



Matthew 24:21-22 (ESV) 

■ (Jesus said) 21 For then there will be great 

tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning 

of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22 And 

if those days had not been cut short, no human 

being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect 

those days will be cut short. 



4- A PRACTICALITY concerning how to live in 
the light of (such) prophecies. 

■ Daniel's immediate response to this (awful) vision was  

      costly, humble and practical: 

 

Daniel 8:27 (ESV) "And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for 

some days. Then I rose and went about the king's business, but 

I was appalled by the vision and did not understand it.” 

 

■ Let's never allow our experiences of the prophetic (or the 

awfulness in this life), to make us of no practical, earthly use. 


