
Daniel 9:1-23  

Faithfulness in Intercession 

'God does nothing except in response to believing  

prayer.‟ 

 

„Whenever God is about to do something truly great,  

He first sets His people a praying!‟ 



Daniel prayed for the Restoration of 
Jerusalem and Israel (Daniel 9:16-17, 19) 

■ Genesis 12:3 (ESV) [God said to Abram]…… in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 

■ Isaiah 2:2-4  

 

■ At that stage in Daniel's life, the salvation of the world 
depended on the restoration of Israel and Jerusalem.... 



Zechariah 12:10 (ESV) 

■(Yahweh says - v1)  

■'And I will pour out ..... a spirit of 

grace and pleas for mercy...' (or 

supplication). 

Daniel 9:1-23  

         - Seven Components of Intercession  



1- Intercession is Scriptural in content. 

■ Moved by Scripture to pray. 

 

Daniel 9:1-3 (ESV) In the first year of Darius the son of 

Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was made king over the 

realm of the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign, I, 

Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, 

according to the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet, 

must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, 

namely, seventy years. 3 Then I turned my face to the Lord 

God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy 



Jeremiah 29:10-14 (ESV)  

10 “For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed 

for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise 

and bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have 

for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 

give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and 

come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will seek me 

and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be 

found by you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes 

and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I 

have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you back to 

the place from which I sent you into exile. 



This prayer (of Daniel 9:4-19) is saturated with 
Scriptural content. 

■ EG. Leviticus 26:40-45; Deuteronomy 30:1-10 

 

■ The more our prayers are conformed to the word of God, the 

more we will be touching His heart and will. 



2- Intercession requires Relationship with God. 

■ v4 - "my God"  

■ (see also "our God" - v9, 10, 13, 14, 15, , 17, 18, 19.) 

■ Matthew 6:7 (NET) „When you pray, do not babble 
repetitiously like the Gentiles, because they think that by their 
many words they will be heard.  Matthew 6:8 Do not be like 
them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask 
him.  6:9 So pray this way: Our Father in heaven, .....‟ 

 

■ This relationship is ours by rebirth and adoption into God’s 
family through faith in Jesus (John 1:12-13; Rom. 8:15). 

 



3- Intercession is Penitential before God. 

■ Daniel 9:3 (ESV) Then I turned my face to the Lord God, 

seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and 

sackcloth and ashes. 



4- Intercession involves Confession (of sin) to God. 

■ Daniel 9:4-16 is a long prayer confessing sin. 

 

■ Corporate identification in confession -  „confessing my sin and 

the sin of my people Israel ...‟ (Daniel 9:20 ESV). 

 

■ Considered and in-depth confession - At least ten descriptions 

of sin in this confession (Daniel 9: 5-7, 10-11). 



What Daniel didn't do in this confession. 

■ He didn't bemoan the sins of Babylon, or rejoice in the coming 

punishment of Babylon!  

    Because that's what the 70 years also meant! 

■ Jeremiah 25:12-14 (ESV) 12 Then after seventy years are 

completed, I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, 

the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, declares the Lord, 

making the land an everlasting waste. 13 I will bring upon that 

land all the words that I have uttered against it, everything 

written in this book, which Jeremiah prophesied against all the 

nations. 14 For many nations and great kings shall make 

slaves even of them, and I will recompense them according to 

their deeds and the work of their hands.” 



5- Intercession makes Affirmations about God. 

■ Daniel 9:4 (ESV) I prayed to the Lord my God and made 

confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who 

keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him 

and keep his commandments … 

■ Daniel 9:9 (ESV) To the Lord our God belong mercy and 

forgiveness .... 

■ Daniel 9:7 (ESV) To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness…  

■ Daniel 9:13 (ESV ) ... for the Lord our God is righteous in all 

the works that he has done .... 



6- Intercession makes Requests to God. 

■ These prayer requests are NOT because of our merit or 

entitlement. 

 

Daniel 9:18 ESV ....For we do not present our pleas before you 

because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy. 



6- Intercession makes Requests to God. 

What these prayer requests are based on: 

 

■ God’s consistency (Daniel 9:15) 

 

■ God’s reputation (Daniel 9:17-19) 

 

■ God’s promise / covenant (Daniel 9:19) 

 

 



7- Intercession gets Answered by God. 

■ (Dan. 9:20-27) 

 

 

■ We will look at this amazing answer next Sunday. 


