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It’s a Risky Business 
The world exists of more than what you can see and touch 

 

This washed up in 2018 in a Japanese parking lot – never known about it before, called a 

Tardigrade – LiveScience, Feb 28th, 2018 

Do you believe in what you cannot see / prove / put in a test tube? 

• God has called us, invited us, drawn us, birthed us into a life of amazement, wonder, 

mystery and reward 

• His desire is for you to live  

o an extraordinary life 

o exhilarating life 

o in constant expectation of more 

• This is summed up by the thing that moves God, that pleases God - FAITH 
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Let’s talk about FAITH 

Faith is NOT 

• Faith is NOT blind belief 

• Faith is NOT stupidity To say that Christian faith is a blind leap in the dark is as absurd 

as saying we should walk along a busy street and ask the first person we see to perform 

open-heart surgery on us. That would not be faith; it would be stupidity 

• Faith is NOT throwing logic out the window 

FAITH IS 

• Childlike Acceptance – just like young children accept what their parents tell them 

• Total Trust - my wife trusts me to let her know if it is clear on one side, while she looks 

the other side, when driving in heavy traffic. 

• Faith requires that you must believe that God exists 

• Faith requires that you must believe that God is a Rewarder of those who diligently 

seek him 

Some people will only believe in God, if they can touch him.  

e.g. Doubting Thomas John ch 20 

Jesus was not angry at his doubt but encouraged him “Stop doubting and believe” v 27 

V29 “blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

Christianity is a relationship not a religion. It is a highly personal experience – and other 

people ought to be able to see the effect that God has on your life, like the wind affects trees. 

• Psalm 34 v 8 – Taste and See that the Lord is good. 

• Do you think it is by accident we are to be Salt of earth & the Light of the world? 

How many people here can say they have been affected by God in some way? 

We all have faith in something 

• All unbelief is faith in something or someone other than God.  
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What do you therefore believe? 

• It’s harder to believe in what is apparently the most commonly held belief about the 

start of the universe, than to believe the Bible. 

According to the Big Bang theory, the universe was born as a very hot, very dense, single 

point in space. Cosmologists are unsure what happened before this moment, but with 

sophisticated space missions, ground-based telescopes and complicated calculations, 

scientists have been working to paint a clearer picture of the early universe and its formation. 

Maybe you are a believer in science 

In 2005, John Ioannidis, a professor of medicine at Stanford University, published a paper, “Why 

most published research findings are false,” mathematically showing that a huge number of 

published papers must be incorrect. He also looked at a number of well-regarded medical 

research findings, and found that, of 34 that had been retested, 41% had been contradicted or 

found to be significantly exaggerated. Since then, researchers in several scientific areas have 

consistently struggled to reproduce major results of prominent studies. By some estimates, at 

least 51%—and as much as 89%—of published papers are based on studies and experiments 

showing results that cannot be reproduced. 

SAVING FAITH 

Hebrews 11  v6 “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes 

to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” 

• Believing in God is a choice – a decision of the heart and mind and soul 

In 1947 a rumor spread that the Ford Motor Company would give a Ford in exchange for every 

copper penny dated 1943. The rumor spread so fast that Ford offices throughout the country 

were jammed with thousands of requests for information. The U.S. mint also received a large 

volume of inquiries. It all turned out to be a hoax. The statistics of the mint show that in 1943 

there were over one billion pennies minted from steel-zinc, but due to a copper shortage, 

the number of copper pennies was exactly zero. 

This is the hoax going around today 

• You don’t need Jesus to get to heaven. You are not a bad person, so why would God 

condemn you to hell? 

Just need to believe 

• Romans 10 v 9  Confess with your mouth and Believe with your heart 

• John 3:16 whoever believes 
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What do we have to lose if we come to God? 

Jim Elliot put it this way when speaking about giving your life on earth to be a Christian, in 

the assurance of eternal life to come…– “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to 

gain what he cannot lose”. 

You are taking a massive gamble in choosing to NOT believe the Bible. 

• If the Bible is right, and you are wrong, you risk an eternity, away from God, lost in a 

place called hell. 

• If the Bible is wrong, and you chose to believe it, you have lost nothing 

Result of Believing 

• You are saved from death  

• Your sin is forgiven and you are made right with God 

• You become a brand-new creation 2 Corinthians 5 v 17 

• Your eyes are opened to the supernatural world  

• Your perspective changes about  

 

DAILY FAITH 

What is this extraordinary life we gain? everything 

Jesus invites us into a life of mystery, of risk taking faith, of trusting the one who can see 

what we cannot see. Like walking blindfolded. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 

• Hebrews 10:38 Now the just shall live by faith 

Faith must be Childlike (not childish) 

• Come simply 

o Men are simple. Like if he says your dress looks good, accept it 

• It is flexible – not set in its ways 

• Don’t lose the wonder of it all 

• Trust completely  

• My children used to jump when I called them - Peter walked on the water 
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Faith Looks at the Unseen 

• We exchange what we see for what is unseen 

• We exchange the known for the unknown 

• Based on our understanding of His Trustworthiness 

• Have you ever looked at a jumbo and wondered how it can fly? 

Faith is spelled RISK 

• We give up the safe, sure thing, for something high risk  

• We set aside the thing we are able to do, for the challenge that seems impossible 

• We leave what we know, for something God calls us to – Abraham’s call  

• God stretches you by asking you to do the increasingly impossible - requires 

RISK/FAITH 

• Every test of faith (risk – JOHN WIMBER) makes you stronger and ready for MORE, 

READY for bigger risks 

God does not want you to play it safe 

Matthew 25 parable of the talents 

How sad an epitaph: "He built nothing, tried nothing new, invested in no one." 

Faith leads to More 

• We take small steps into the unknown, knowing they lead to bigger ones.  

• God wants you to – in fact expects you to love a risky life, as far as faith is concerned 

• He is disappointed with those who just hang on to what they have 

• He demands that we grow, stretch and take risks 

• It is His purpose that we see increase / more – in every way 

o Not talking about a prosperity gospel, which judges how spiritual you are by your 

wealth. 

o God wants to prosper you, to give you more Jeremiah 29:10, 1 Chron 4:10 

• Faith doesn’t get easier, but your trust becomes stronger 

• Every taste of his presence is an invitation to more 

• God's intention is for you to live in increasing dependence & increasing revelation 

• His intention is that we experience more of His glory and His presence 

• Glory of God - manifest presence of God, where nothing else matters. It's the ultimate 

experience of the fulfillment of why you're alive 
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Faith is about Mystery 

Proverbs 25 v 2   God conceals the revelation of his word in the hiding place of his glory. But 

the honor of kings is revealed by how they thoroughly search out the deeper meaning of all 

that God says. 

• As a new creation we are able to interact with God in a way that is beyond the realm 

of the natural 

• The more you press in to God, the more obsessed you become, because there is a level 

of satisfaction and enjoyment, that comes from no other experience / encounter 

• Faith leads us more and more into encounters with God that take us into that place 

before his face - hunger begets hunger 

• The more we practice faith, the less comfortable life becomes, but the rewards are 

exponential 

• God loves mystery:- He conceals things, because He wants us to seek His presence 

• God wants us to find the treasures – and He is delighted when we find them, like a 

parent who hides Easter eggs, wanting to see their child’s delight as they discover 

them 

• Presence is usually a translation of the word Face 

• There are levels of presence 

• He wants us to come closer, right before His face, and that is where the glory is 

 

The evidence of Faith is Obedience 

• God told Abraham Gen 12 – Go from your homeland to a land I will show you. 

• Faith embraces the Commission to see the Kingdom established 

• Heal the sick Give honour to Brian / Nico / Craig 

• Hearing the voice of God “Just love listening to The Holy Spirit - such beautiful 

mysteries unfolding” – Judy Viglioti 

• Be prophetic // Speak in tongues // Be His Witnesses  

• When you have a great experience, you want to tell everyone about it Great meal 
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ABIDING FAITH (the faith that sees us through til the day we see Jesus face to face) 

We are told that Jesus is the Vine and we are the branches 

• We must abide in Him 

• The branches and the vine are part of the same plant 

• They grow together and the branches bear fruit 

• The branches do not have to fight and contend for grapes 

• We learn to have a continuous awareness of the Holy Spirit 

• You don’t walk through a vineyard hearing branches declaring and confessing grapes, 

commanding grapes to grow - they just grow naturally 

• Fruit is not the result of effort – it’s the result of connection 

As we Abide, we bear fruit (Galatians 5 v 22-23) 

• Love beyond measure – when your natural tendency is not to love 

• Indescribable joy – joy despite circumstances – Rejoice always 

• Peace that passes understanding – Uel speaks often of great peace despite needing to 

be fed by someone else in his paralysed state 

• Supernatural self-control 

These are all things which seem impossible, but with Jesus said “All things are possible for 

one who believes.” 

God calls us to do the impossible 

• We read about Noah who built a boat, even though it had never rained before 

• Daniel walked in the fire which killed everyone who came near it 

Pray for metal to be removed from bodies. Raise the dead. 

The impossible becomes possible through Faith, which matures and strengthens 

John 15 v 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 

• It is God’s ambition for our life, that we would live conscious of His presence. 

Imagine someone said to you I have a challenge for you. I have a diamond ring worth R10m, 

and I want you to keep it in your pocket for 30 days. If after 30 days you still have the ring, I 

will give you R1m. But if you lose the ring, you have to repay the value of the ring. 

Who would sign up for that challenge? 
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I would imagine you would be very aware of the ring all the time right? You would constantly 

be checking it’s there. We have something of far greater value than a ring. We carry the 

presence of God. And the reward is far greater than R1m. 

 

Revelation 22:17 English Standard Version (ESV) 

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the 

one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 

 

Invite the unsaved 

Invite into a season of more: that we can be entrusted to carry more of His presence than 

before 

For the believer obedience of Faith carries us into his manifest presence, where we 

experience His glory. Once we are in His presence, faith is no longer needed. Doubt is no 

longer an issue. His presence is everything 

 


