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Matthew 8:5-13 
What about faith 

for healing? 

Kingdom Healing 
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1. The Servant: 
Faith is not a formula 

 Matthew 8:5-6 ESV [5] When he had 

entered Capernaum, a centurion came 

forward to him, appealing to him, [6] "Lord, 

my servant is lying paralyzed at home, 

suffering terribly.” 

 

 No mention of whether he had any faith 
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The link between faith and healing is 
mysterious 

 John 15 - a man who got healed and 

had no faith at all 

 

 Gal. 4:13 - Paul, who had great faith, 

but when in Galatia was sick and not 

immediately healed. 
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2. The Centurion 

Faith to SEEK healing 
 Accept 

 Matthew 8:8-10 ESV [8] But the centurion replied, 

"Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my 

roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be 

healed. [9] For I too am a man under authority, with 

soldiers under me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he 

goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to 

my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." [10] When 

Jesus heard this, he marvelled and said to those 

who followed him, "Truly, I tell you, with no one in 

Israel have I found such faith. 
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2. The Centurion: 

Faith to SEEK healing 
 Appeal 

 Matthew 8:5-6 ESV [5] When he had entered 

Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, 

appealing to him, [6] "Lord, my servant is lying 

paralyzed at home, suffering terribly." 
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This is also an example of saving faith 

 Matthew 8:10-12 (ESV) 10 When Jesus heard this, 

he marvelled and said to those who followed him, 

“Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found 

such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east and 

west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons of 

the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In 

that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 
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How to grow in faith  
(that seeks & receives healing / salvation): 

 Look UP to Jesus (Matt. 8:6, 8) 

   (Have a very high view of Him) 

 

 A low view of Jesus, or looking DOWN 

on Him, destroys faith & robs people of 

His healings (Mark 6:1-6) 
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3. The Lord Himself:  
Faith to SPEAK healing 

 Matthew 8:7 ESV And he said to him, "I will come 

and heal him.” 

 Matthew 8:8 ESV "....only say the word, and my 

servant will be healed." 

 Matthew 8:13 ESV And to the centurion Jesus said, 

"Go; let it be done for you as you have believed." 

And the servant was healed at that very moment. 
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Did Jesus speak healing by drawing on his own 
divine power (unique)? 

 
Or  
 

Did he do it by drawing on the power of God's Spirit 
(model for us)? 
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Jesus, though God, predominantly 
limited himself to live as a man on earth 

 Philippians 2:5-7 – “emptied himself” 
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The New Testament tells us that Jesus 
normally did his ministry by the Spirit 

 Matthew 12:28 

 Luke 4:17-18; 5:17; 6:19 

 Acts 2:22; 10:38 
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 Jesus healing miracles, by the power of the Spirit, 

are mostly a model for his believers to follow  

   (John 14:12-17) 

 

 To follow Jesus example and speak healing is to 

operate in the spiritual gift of faith (1 Cor. 12:9), 

which is a faith to move mountains (1 Cor. 13:2; 

Mark 11:22-24) 
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Acts 14:9-10 ESV 

 [9] He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking 

intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be 

made well, (Seeking faith) [10] said in a loud voice, 

"Stand upright on your feet" (Speaking faith). And 

he sprang up and began walking (Supernatural 

healing) 


