
GAL. 5:22 (ESV) - ‘THE FRUIT OF 

THE SPIRIT IS LOVE’ (AGAPE) 

GOT FRUIT? 
 

FRUIT OF LOVE 



ANCIENT GREEK HAD FOUR MAIN WORDS FOR LOVE 

•Eros (romantic love) – Not used in the New Testament 

 

•Storge (family love) - Romans 12:10 

 

•Philos (friendship love) - Romans 12:10 

 

•Agape (sacrificial love) – Romans 5:6-8; John 3:16 

 

 



EPHESIANS 4:32-5:2 (ESV) 

• '[4:32] Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, as God in Christ forgave you. [5:1] Therefore 

be imitators of God, as beloved (ἀγαπητός) children . 

[5:2] And walk in love,  (ἀγάπη) as Christ loved  

(ἀγαπάω) us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God.' 



1. AGAPE IS FORGIVING 

•Eph. 4:32b-5:1 - 'Forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you. [5:1] Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

children. [5:2] And walk in love (ἀγάπη) .... 

 

• "forgiving" = χαρίζομαι from χάρις, grace. 

                  = Extending grace. 

                  = Underserved gift. 



RELATED TO FORGIVING IS SHOWING AGAPE TO OUR 
ENEMIES. 

• Luke 6:27-30 ESV[27] "But I say to you who hear, Love 

(ἀγαπάω) your enemies, do good to those who hate you, [28] 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. [29] 

To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and 

from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic 

either (don’t retaliate). [30] Give to everyone who begs from 

you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand 

them back. 



2. AGAPE IS GIVING 

•Eph. 5:2 - "Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for 

us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” (ESV) 

 

•The Cross is the once-for-all event of our Salvation. 

 

•The Cross is also the ruling principle of the Christian life. 



PRACTICAL GIVING AS SERVE, SHARE, SUPPORT: 

•Serve - Gal. 5:13 - '...through love serve one another  ...'  

 

Giving service, rather than fight for prominence in the church  

- See context of Gal. 5:13-15. 

 

•Share - Heb. 13:16 '... do good and to share what you have .... '  

 

Giving to the needy. 



PRACTICAL GIVING AS SERVE, SHARE, SUPPORT: 

•Support - 3 John 1:7-8 (ESV) For they have gone out for the sake 

of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 8 Therefore we 

ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow 

workers for the truth.  

 

•Giving financial, material, and practical support to people in 

gospel ministry. 



WHY MONEY? 

•Matthew 6:21, 24 (ESV) 21 For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also. ....24 “No one can serve two masters, 

for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve God and money. 

 

•Proverbs 3:9 (ESV) Honour the Lord with your wealth and with 

the firstfruits of all your produce. 



3. AGAPE MUST BE EXPERIENCED. 

• '[4:32] ….. forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

[5:1] Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children . [5:2] 

And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.' 

 

•We EXPRESS (to others) WHAT WE EXPERIENCE (from God). 

 

 

 



THE FATHER'S LOVE IS EXPERIENCED AS GOD'S SPIRIT 
WORKS IN US: 

•Eph. 3:16-17 -  '16 ....may (he) grant you to be strengthened 

with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that .... 

you, (may be) rooted and grounded in love (ἀγάπη) .... 


