
Is it really ‘good news’? 

 

Matthew 4:23 "the gospel of the kingdom" 



Matthew 4:17 (ESV) From that time Jesus began to 
preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” 

 

Matthew 4:23 (ESV) 23 And he went throughout all 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and every affliction among the 
people. 



Isaiah 40:9-11 (ESV) 9 Go on up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, 
fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your 
God!” 10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with 
him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will 
tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 
lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead those that are with young. 



Isaiah 52:7 (ESV) 7 How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him who brings good 
news, who publishes peace, who brings good news 
of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to 
Zion, “Your God reigns.” 



He was referring to this promised coming reign of 
God in power, peace, salvation & care. 

 

And Jesus was claiming to be the (partial) fulfilment 
of this promised coming of the Kingdom 



We see the Light, the Call and the Gospel of the 
Kingdom 

 

And what this requires of us – Repentance, Risk 
and Relationship 



Matthew 4:12-17 (ESV) 12 Now when he heard that John had been 
arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth he 
went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what was spoken by the prophet 
Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles—16 the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great 
light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 
on them a light has dawned.” 17 From that time Jesus began to 
preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 



“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (v17) 

 

Moving out of "darkness" to "light" (v16) 

 

Colossians 1:13 (ESV) "He (the Father) has delivered us 
from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son.” 

 

Eph. 5:8a (ESV) "for at one time you were darkness, but 
now you are light in the Lord..... 



Matthew 4:18-22 (ESV) 18 While walking by the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they 
were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I 
will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 21 And going on from there 
he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and 
John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately 
they left the boat and their father and followed him. 



v19a "Follow me", v21 "he called them" 

 

v19b "and I will make you into fishers of men" 

 

This Call of the Kingdom requires that we respond 
“immediately” (v20, v22); and this means risk 



v24-25 24 News about him spread all over Syria, and 
people brought to him all who were ill with various 
diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon- 
possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; 
and he healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, 
the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region 
across the Jordan followed him.” 

 

No Risk = No faith = mere FANS 



Not (yet) a follower of Jesus 

 

(Risk taking) follower of Jesus (becoming a 
fisher of people) 

 

(Non-risk taking, play it safe) mere fan 



Matthew 4:23-24 (ESV) 23 And he went throughout 
all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and every affliction among the 
people. 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, 
and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted 
with various diseases and pains, those oppressed 
by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he 
healed them.  



The kingdom message of good news  

  (to be proclaimed) - v23a 

 

The kingdom ministry of healing  

  (to be demonstrated) - v23b-24 



Literal Healing 

 

(Actual, divine, supernatural) healing is a part of the good 
news 

 

v23 "the gospel of the kingdom” (involves) “healing every 
disease and every affliction” 

 



This is an important reality of the kingdom's coming 
to earth. 

 

There is no sickness in the (fullness of) the kingdom 
of heaven (Revelation 21:4). 

 

To seek more healing, we need to seek more in-
breaking of God's kingdom. 



The people who get “fished for” (v19) are people 
who get caught and brought into a healed 
relationship with God. 

 

1 Peter 2:24-25 (ESV) “By his wounds you have been 
healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but 
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
your souls.” 



It requires that "the Lord" becomes "my Shepherd” 
(Ps. 23:1). 

 

“It is well with my soul” – Is it? 

 

Have you "returned to the Shepherd and Overseer 
of your soul"? 



For the Kingdom Light to shine 

  And draw us out of darkness as we repent 

 

For the Kingdom Call to be heard  

  As we take risks and follow Jesus, become fishers of people      

  So much more than, non-risk taking, mere fans 

 

For the Kingdom Gospel to heal us  

  Physically and emotionally 

  And also in our relationship with God 


