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Matthew 9:14-17  
 

Newness & 
Freshness 

The relationship between the Old  

& New Testaments 

 

Law & Grace 



z Law & Grace - Two extreme errors: 

 Legalism - An over emphasis on law keeping that 

neglects God's enabling grace. 

 

 Antinomianism  -anti (nomos - law) - an ancient 

heresy - expressed in some hyper grace 

movements of today. 
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Matt. 9:14-17 Jesus was asked about why his 

disciples seem to not be following the law  

 Like the fasting practiced by "the disciples of John.... 

and the Pharisees" (v14) 

 

 Helps us see how OT/NT – Law & Grace relate 
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1- Newness (or Discontinuity) - Jesus is not a patch 

up of the OT (or Judaism's understanding of it) 

 Matthew 9:16 (ESV) 6 No one puts a piece of unshrunk 

cloth on an old garment, for the patch tears away from 

the garment, and a worse tear is made. 

 

 The New Testament is too new and radically different 
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And (in this sense) the Old Testament is fulfilled. 

 (Cf. Romans 10:4; 1 Cor. 7:19; 9:20-21; Gal. 3:23-

29; 5:6; Eph. 2:14-15; Phil. 3:2-9; Col. 2:13-17; Heb. 

8:6-13; 10:1-9) 

 

 Think of an acorn that becomes an oak tree 
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2- Freshness (or Continuity) - Jesus does refresh 

the Old Testament  

 Matthew 9:17 (ESV) 17 Neither is new wine put into old 

wineskins. If it is, the skins burst and the wine is spilled 

and the skins are destroyed. But new (neon) wine is 

put into fresh (kainous) wineskins, and so both are 

preserved. 

 

 IE. the wineskins of the Old Testament made "fresh"  
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Continuity - Symbolized in the refreshing of the old 
wineskins 

 Both OT/NT are essentially about saving grace 

which gets lived out in law to express a redeemed 

relationship with God. 

 

 Cf. Exodus 20:1-3 (ESV) 1 And God spoke all these 

words, saying,2 “I am the Lord your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods 

before me...... 
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The 10 Commandments are republished in the NT 

          (Exodus 20:1-17) 

 1- No other gods (v3) – Matt. 4:10; 1 Cor. 6:9; 8:4 

 2- No images of God to worship (v4-6) - 1 John 5:21; Acts 17:29; 1 Cor. 10:19-21 

 3- No taking God's Name in vain (v7) - 1 Tim. 1:20; 6:1; Matt. 6:9 

 4- Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy (v11) – Matt. 24:20; Mark 2:27-28; Col. 

2:13-17; Heb. 4:4, 9-10 

 5- Honor your father and your mother (v12) – Matt. 19:19; Eph. 6:1-3; Col. 3:20 
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The 10 Commandments are republished in the NT 

            (Exodus 20:1-17) 

 6- No murder/ manslaughter (v13) – Matt. 15;19; 19:18; Rom. 13:9; James 2:11 

 7- No adultery (v14) – Matt. 5:27-32; 15:19 19:18; Rom. 13:9; Eph. 5:2; 1 Cor. 6:9; 

James 2:11 

 8- No stealing (v15) – Matt. 15:19; 19:18; Rom. 13:9; 1 Cor. 6:10 

 9- No false witness (v16) – Matt. 15:19; 19:18; Eph. 4:25 

 10- No coveting (v17) – Rom. 13:9; 1 Cor. 6:10; Eph. 5:3 
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Think of how in a sense the acorn is the oak 
tree fully grown. 

 (Romans 3:31; 8:1-4) 
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This continuity is illustrated in how fasting continues in 
the new covenant era but takes on a new significance 

and relates to Jesus. 

 Matthew 9:14-15 ESV[14] Then the disciples of John 

came to him, saying, "Why do we and the Pharisees 

fast, but your disciples do not fast?" [15] And Jesus 

said to them, "Can the wedding guests mourn as long 

as the bridegroom is with them? The days will come 

when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and 

then they will fast. 
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The heart of the New Covenant is that it's all about 
Jesus and our relationship with Him. 

 Romans 14:7-9 ESV[7] For none of us lives to himself, 

and none of us dies to himself. [8] For if we live, we 

live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So 

then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 

Lord's. [9] For to this end Christ died and lived again, 

that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the 

living. 


