
BALANCE - MATTHEW 9:9-34 

•Welcome & Call - relating to outsiders (9:9-13) 

 

•Newness & Freshness - how law & grace relate  (9:14-17) 

 

•Suffering & Supernatural - both a theology of power & a 

theology of pain (9:18-26) 



MATTHEW 9:27-34 
  
(MESSIANIC) SIGNS & 
(MESSIANIC) SECRECY 

The balance of belief & unbelief 



1- SIGNS (& THE SEEING OF BELIEF) 

•Healing of the blind (v27-31) & healing of the mute (v32-34) 

 

• Isaiah 35:4-6 ESV [4] Say to those who have an anxious heart, "Be 

strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with 

the recompense of God. He will come and save you." [5] Then the 

eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

unstopped; [6] then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the 

tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the 

wilderness, and streams in the desert  



•Matthew 9:27 (ESV) And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind 

men followed him, crying aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son of 

David.” 

 

•eleeo (eleeson) - lit. to be compassionate, help the afflicted 

•Relates to elee ̄mosyne ̄ ('alms', giving money to the poor) 

 

                             Money – Miracles? 



THE BLIND MEN CALLING FOR 'MERCY', COULD 
ALREADY 'SEE' (THE SEEING OF BELIEVING) 

•That Jesus was the "Son of David" (v27) 

 

•That Jesus' has ability to heal supernaturally (v28) 



AND THEN 'ACCORDING TO (THEIR) FAITH' (V29): 

•They got healed & could see physically as well (v30a) 

 

•Do we have this 'seeing' of belief? 

- in Jesus as Messiah  

- in Jesus as able to heal supernaturally 



2- SECRECY (& THE BLINDNESS OF STUBBORN 
UNBELIEF) 

•Matt. 9:30b (ESV) And Jesus sternly warned them, “See that 

no one knows about it.” 

 

A.) The Messianic secret - to avoid wrong (unbelieving) 

messianic ideas  



"SON OF DAVID" (MATT. 9:27)  

•Matt. 1:1 (ESV) ‘The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, 

the Son of David’ 

 

•Matt. 21:9, 15 (ESV) 'Hosanna to the Son of David!' 



"SON OF DAVID" NEEDED TO BE CORRECTED OF 
MISUNDERSTANDINGS (& UNBELIEF) 

•Matt. 22:41-45 - Messiah will be David's son & David's 

Lord! 

•Matt. 1:21 (26:28) - The liberation that Jesus brings is 

from "sins” 

•Matt. 16:20-23 - Jesus is more than a mere triumplalistic 

Messiah & He must die on the Cross 



B.) BECAUSE SIGNS ALONE ARE NOT ENOUGH (TO 
PRODUCE BELIEF) 

•Matthew 9:32-34 (ESV) 32 As they were going away, 

behold, a demon-oppressed man who was mute was brought 

to him. 33 And when the demon had been cast out, the mute 

man spoke. And the crowds marveled, saying, “Never was 

anything like this seen in Israel.” 34 But the Pharisees said, 

“He casts out demons by the prince of demons.” 



A STUNNING MIRACLE OF DELIVERANCE & 
HEALING 

•Matthew 9:33a "...And when the demon had been cast out, 

the mute man spoke.” 



"NEVER WAS ANYTHING LIKE THIS SEEN IN ISRAEL" 
(MATTHEW 9:33B) 

• (GE Ladd) “The scribes taught and nothing happened. Jesus 

spoke and demons fled, storms were settled, dead were 

raised, sins forgiven... His authority in deeds and words was 

nothing less than the presence of the Kingdom of God.” 

 

• But still some chose not to believe in Jesus (v34) 



FAITH TAKES MORE THAN SIGNS  
               - IT'S A HEART CHOICE TO BELIEVE: 

•Unbelief wanting to believe 

  Mark 9:24 - “I believe; help my unbelief!”  

 

•A willingness to 'see'  

  John 7:17 (ESV) If anyone's will is to do God's will, he will  

  know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am   

  speaking on my own authority. 


