
KINGDOM BALANCE 

MATTHEW 9:18-26  

SUFFERING & SUPERNATURAL 



2 CORINTHIANS 13:4 ESV  

 For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of 

God. For we also are weak in him, but in dealing with you we 

will live with him by the power of God. 



1- SUFFERING  

              - THE CONTINUING PAIN OF THIS EVIL AGE 

 The suffering of an untimely death - A little girl "died' (v18) 

 

 The suffering of a long illness - A "woman ...suffered from a 
discharge of blood for twelve years" (v20) 

 

 Gal. 1:4 - “The present evil age" 



AVOID TRIUMPHALISM 

 1 Corinthians 4:8-13 (ESV) 8 Already you have all you want! Already you 

have become rich! Without us you have become kings! And would that you 

did reign, so that we might share the rule with you! 9 For I think that God 

has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death, 

because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. 

10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, 

but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. 11 To the 

present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted 

and homeless, ……… 



PAIN WILL ONLY DISAPPEAR AT THE "END" OF THIS AGE 

WHEN JESUS RETURNS 

 1 Corinthians 15:24-26 (ESV) 4 Then comes the end, when he 

delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule 

and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put 

all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is 

death. 



PAUL'S LETTER TO THE GALATIANS HAS BOTH PAIN AND 

POWER IN IT 

 Galatians 4:13-14 (ESV) 13 You know it was because of a bodily 

ailment that I preached the gospel to you at first, 14 and though 

my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but 

received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. 

 

 Galatians 3:5 (ESV) Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and 

works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing 

with faith 



WE NEED BOTH ….. 

A theology of power and a theology of pain 



2- THE SUPERNATURAL  
- THE IN-BREAKING POWER OF JESUS' COMING KINGDOM  

 The little dead girl gets raised back to life (v25)  

 

 The chronically sick woman gets instantly healed (v22) 



THIS IS THE IN-BREAKING OF GOD'S COMING KINGDOM 

OF POWER 

 Matthew 12:28 ESV - But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out 

demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

 

 1 Corinthians 4:20 ESV - For the kingdom of God does not consist in 

talk but in power 



AVOID CESSATIONISM 

 It denies (or down plays) the current supernatural ministry of the 

Holy Spirit 

 

 The supernatural gifts of power only "cease" "when the perfect 

comes" (1 Cor. 13:8-10) 

 

 And the "perfect" is not the completed Bible, but the return of 

Christ and the "perfect" coming of the Kingdom (1 Cor. 15:24-25) 



THE TRANSFERRING TOUCH OF JESUS 

 Through a touch Jesus takes sickness & death   

 

 & they get healing & raising 

 

 Symbolized in the OT ceremonial laws about how touching 
bleeding women or dead bodies transferred ceremonial 
uncleanness  

 (Leviticus 15:19, 25-27; 5:3) 



“MADE WELL” (V22) = SOZO =  SAVED 

 She got “saved” 

 

 She got more than physical wellness by faith in Jesus 



FAITH FOR THE SUPERNATURAL 

 The faith of the father of the dead girl (v18-19) 

 

 Jesus went along with this faith (v19) 

 

 Jesus removed (the "crowd” of) unbelief so that He could do the 
miracle (v23-26) 

 

 



THE FAITH OF THE CHRONICALLY SICK WOMAN  

WHO GOT HEALED 

 Matthew 9:20-22 (ESV) 20 And behold, a woman who had suffered from 
a discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched 
the fringe of his garment, 21 for she said to herself, “If I only touch his 
garment, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, 
“Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the 
woman was made well. 

 “Came” - Reaching out to Jesus 

 “Touched” - Receiving the power 

 “Made Well” - Realizing salvation (from sickness & from sin) 

 



HOW TO BUILD FAITH 

 Talk faith to yourself  

 

 'She said to herself, “If I only touch his garment, I will be made 
well.”' (v21) 

 

Not ‘make believe’ but MAKE YOURSELF BELIEVE the truth 


