
WHAT ABOUT THE CROSS 
AND HEALING? 

MATTHEW 8:14-17 



MATTHEW 8:14-17  

‘And when Jesus entered Peter's house, he saw his 
mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. 15 He touched 
her hand, and the fever left her, and she rose and 
began to serve him. 16 That evening they brought to 
him many who were oppressed by demons, and he 
cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who 
were sick. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken by 
the prophet Isaiah: “He took our illnesses and bore 
our diseases.”      (Isaiah 53:4) 



1. THE PROVISION OF THE CROSS AS THE BASIS FOR 

ALL HEALING 

Matthew 8:14-17 relates the Cross to various sorts of 
healing: 

 

• The healing of a "fever" (v15) 

• The casting out "demons" (v16) 

• The healing of “all who were sick” (v16) 



2. A PICTURE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT OF THE 

HEALING VIRTUE OF THE CROSS 

• Numbers 21:4-9 - The bronze serpent lifted up to be 
looked at for healing  

 

• John 3:14-15 - This bronze serpent lifted up by Moses is 
an OT picture of the Cross that brings the healing of 
eternal life to whoever believes 



3. THE PRIORITY (MAIN) HEALING OF THE CROSS IS 

THE HEALING OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

• 1 Peter 2:24-25 – ‘He himself bore our sins in his body on 
the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.’ 

 



3. THE PRIORITY (MAIN) HEALING OF THE CROSS IS 

THE HEALING OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

• It can't be said that Jesus took our sicknesses exactly as he 
took our sins 

 

• In the New Testament there is a clear priority about the 
spiritual forgiveness of sins 

    (Ephesians 1:17;Luke 24:47; John 20:23; Acts 2:38) 

 



3. THE PRIORITY (MAIN) HEALING OF THE CROSS IS 

THE HEALING OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

• The healing of sickness is not IN the Cross but is a 
CONSEQUENCE of the Cross. 

 

• The Cross is the BASIS for healing. 

 

• John Wimber taught that “everything the devil introduced to 
men and women was undone by Jesus at the Cross (Col 2:15), 
which of course includes sickness." (Acts 10:38). 



HAVE YOU “RETURNED TO THE SHEPHERD”?  

• 1 Peter 2:24-25 –…..By his wounds you have been 
healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but 
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
your souls.’ 

 


